PRESS RELEASE

MFA RE-APPOINTS CHAIR, DIRECTORS &
WELCOMES NEW INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR
20 November 2020: The Media Federation of Australia (MFA) board voted at yesterday’s annual general
meeting to re-appoint Chair Peter Horgan, Deputy Chair Megan Brownlow and board members Katie Rigg-Smith
and Mark Lollback for further two-year terms, and appointed Chris O’Keefe as one of two independent media
agency board directors.
O’Keefe, Chief Operating Officer of independent media agency Match & Wood, with offices in Melbourne and
Perth, joins This Is Flow CEO & Founder Jimmy Hyett as the second independent representative – replacing
Bohemia Group CEO Brett Dawson, who is stepping down after six years on the board.
As an independent agency representative, Dawson’s position on the board was voted by his peers, who elected
him for three two-year terms. Prior to being on the board, he was chair of the MFA Awards Committee.
MFA CEO Sophie Madden said: “Brett has been one of the most active and engaged members of the MFA
community and has played an important role in the industry, including as a strong voice advocating for
independent agencies. The board thanks him for his unwavering commitment over the years. In welcoming
Chris, we’ll have another strong independent voice who will bring a valuable multi-market perspective and help
drive the agenda for all regions across Australia.”
Madden also thanked all 2020 MFA Board directors for their work during the year. She added: “In my view, the
MFA board is one of the hardest working at the best of times, and as we all know 2020 has been particularly
challenging. Among our proudest achievements this year were the launch of MFA Support, a program
supporting media agency professionals who lost their job due to the Covid-19 pandemic; the expansion of our elearning programs; and important industry collaborations, such as the Australian Digital Advertising Practices
with the AANA and IAB and the AILA programs with the Advertising Council Australia.”
Chris O’Keefe said: “I’m passionate about the work that media agencies do and I want to see the industry and
our people flourish. A seat on the MFA Board is a great way to affect change on a larger scale. I look forward to
working with my fellow board members to continue to elevate the perception of media agencies, to increase
trust, and to ensure we are valued for our specialised skills – not just by CMOs, but also CEOs and CFOs.”
Peter Horgan, MFA Chair and CEO of Omnicom Media Group, added: “I am grateful to my fellow MFA board
directors for re-electing me for another two-year term. The work of the MFA is always important, but even more
so in challenging times. The launch of MFA Support and NGEN Connect this year, both of which ensured our
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people remained connected and engaged, were particularly valuable, while we also stepped up the focus of our
intelligence reports, helping agency leaders to navigate the constantly changing landscape.”
To stay up to date with MFA news and developments, follow us on Linkedin: MFA and NGEN
The full board of the MFA comprises:
Sophie Madden, CEO, MFA
Peter Horgan, CEO, Omnicom Media Group ANZ – Chair
Megan Brownlow, Non-executive Director – Deputy Chair
Mark Coad, CEO, IPG Mediabrands Australia
Mark Lollback, CEO, GroupM ANZ
Michael Rebelo, CEO, Publicis Groupe ANZ
Imogen Hewitt, CEO, Spark Foundry
Katie Rigg-Smith, CEO, Mindshare Australia
Mel Fein, CEO, Initiative Australia
Sue Squillace, CEO, Carat ANZ
Aimee Buchanan, CEO, OMD
Jimmy Hyett, CEO & Founder, This Is Flow
Chris O’Keefe, COO, Match & Wood

For more information, please contact:
Andrea Sophocleous
T: 0431 98 94 99
E: andrea.sophocleous@gmail.com

About the MFA
The Media Federation of Australia (MFA) is the peak body representing media communication companies. The
MFA is a non-for-profit organisation established in 1997 with a current membership base that represents over
90% of all media billings placed by media agencies in Australia. The MFA’s vision is to encourage operational
excellence in the field of media communication connections and to define and develop best practice
standards to support its members and the role they play in servicing their clients.
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